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ACCURATE RANGE AND RANGE RATE
DETERMINATION IN A SATELLITE
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to satellite com-
munication systems and networks. More particularly, the
present invention relates to determining the distances
between mobile stations and satellites and the rates of
change of those distances.

2. Description of the Related Art

A typical satellite-based communications system com-
prises at least one terrestrial base station (hereinafter
referred to as a gateway), at least one user terminal (for
example, a mobile telephone), and at least one satellite for
relaying communications signals between the gateway and
the user terminal. The gateway provides links from a user
terminal to other user terminals or communications systems,
such as a terrestrial telephone system.

While the advent of the mobile user terminal has freed
users to take their phones wherever they go, it has also
imposed upon the satellite communications carrier the bur-
den of determining the location of the user terminal. The
need for user terminal position information stems from
several considerations. One consideration is that the system
should select an appropriate gateway for providing the
communications link. One aspect of this consideration is
allocation of a communications link to the proper service
provider (for example, a telephone company). A service
provider is typically assigned a particular geographic
territory, and handles all calls with users in that territory.
When communications are required with a particular user
terminal, the communications system can allocate the call to
a service provider based on the territory within which the
user terminal is located. In order to determine the appropri-
ate territory, the communications system requires the posi-
tion of the user terminal. A similar consideration arises when
calls must be allocated to service providers based on politi-
cal boundaries or contractual services.

Several methods of determining the location of the user
terminal involve measuring the distance (range) between the
user terminal and the satellite and the rate of change of that
distance (range rate). When these measurements are com-
bined with other data, such as the position of the satellite, the
location of the user terminal can be determined precisely.
Techniques for determining user terminal location using
satellite-user terminal range and range rate are disclosed in
commonly-owned, copending applications entitled “Posi-
tion Determination Using One Low-Earth Orbit Satellite,”
Ser. No. 08/723,751; and “Unambiguous Position Determi-
nation Using Two Low-Earth Orbit Satellites,” Ser. No.
08/723,725.

In the above-described patent applications, the satellite-
user terminal range and range rate are ascertained based on
measurements of communications signals that are taken at
both the user terminal and the gateway. In general, these
measurements are not taken simultaneously. Therefore, the
satellite moves between the user terminal measurement and
the gateway measurement. What is needed is a way to
account for the satellite motion in order to obtain more
accurate measurements, which will in turn yield more accu-
rate position information for the user terminal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises an apparatus and method
for accurately determining the distance (range) between one
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or more satellites and a user terminal and the rate of change
(range rate) of that distance. When accurately determined
according to the present invention, these quantities can be
used to determine the location of the user terminal with a
high degree of accuracy.

According to the method, the user terminal receives a first
signal transmitted from a satellite. The user terminal mea-
sures the Doppler frequency shift of the signal and times-
tamps the measurement. The user terminal then transmits the
Doppler shift measurement and the timestamp to the gate-
way as a second signal. The gateway measures the round trip
delay between the transmission of the first signal by the
satellite and the reception of the second signal at the
gateway. The gateway also measures the Doppler frequency
shift of the second signal and timestamps the measurements.
The gateway then determines the range and range rate
between the satellite and the user terminal based on the
round trip delay, the Doppler frequency shifts, and the
timestamps.

If a second satellite is available, the present invention can
obtain the range and range rate between the user terminal
and the second satellite by taking two additional measure-
ments. According to this method, the user terminal receives
a third signal transmitted from the second satellite. The user
terminal measures the Doppler frequency shift of the third
signal experienced. The user terminal also measures the
arrival time difference between the first and third signals and
timestamps the measurement. The user terminal then trans-
mits these measurements to the gateway. The gateway then
determines the range and range rate between the second
satellite and the user terminal based on the round trip delay,
the Doppler shift of the third signal, and the arrival time
difference.

One advantage of the present invention is that it permits
determination of the range and range rate between a satellite
and a user terminal, corrected for the acceleration of the
satellite, without requiring knowledge of the position of the
user terminal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features, objects, and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent from the detailed
description set forth below when taken in conjunction with
the drawings in which like reference characters identify
correspondingly throughout and wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary wireless communication
system in which the present invention is useful.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the functional
architecture of a gateway according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a timing diagram representing the relative timing
of the measurements taken at the user terminal and gateway.

FIG. 4 is a representation of the spatial relationships
between the Earth, a user terminal, and a satellite.

FIG. § is a flowchart depicting a method for determining
the range and range-rate between a user terminal and a
satellite according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting a method for determining
the range and range-rate between a user terminal and a
second satellite when two satellites are available, according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
Introduction

The present invention is an apparatus and method for
accurately determining the distance (range) between one or
more satellites and a user terminal and the rate of change
(range rate) of that distance. When accurately determined
according to the present invention, these quantities can be
used to determine the location of the user terminal with a
high degree of accuracy.

The present invention is particularly suited for use in
communications systems employing low Earth orbit (LEO)
satellites. However, as would be apparent to one skilled in
the relevant art, the concept of the present invention can also
be applied to satellite systems in which the satellites travel
in non-LEO orbits. Before discussing the embodiments of
the present invention, a typical environment in which the
invention can operate is presented.

A Typical Satellite Communications System

An exemplary wireless communication system in which
the present invention is useful is illustrated in FIG. 1. It is
contemplated that this communication system uses code
division multiple access (CDMA) type communication
signals, but this is not required by the present invention. In
a portion of a communication system 100 illustrated in FIG.
1, one base station 112, two satellites 116 and 118, and two
associated gateways or hubs 120 and 122 are shown for
effecting communications with two remote user terminals
124 and 126. Typically, the base stations and satellites/
gateways are components of separate communication
systems, referred to as being terrestrial- and satellite-based,
although this is not necessary. The total number of base
stations, gateways, and satellites in such systems depends on
desired system capacity and other factors well understood in
the art.

User terminals 124 and 126 each include a wireless
communication device such as, but not limited to, a cellular
telephone, a data transceiver, or a paging or position deter-
mination receiver, and can be hand-held or vehicle-mounted
as desired.

Generally, beams from satellites 116 and 118 cover dif-
ferent geographical areas in predefined patterns. Beams at
different frequencies, also referred to as CDMA channels or
“sub-beams,” can be directed to overlap the same region. It
is also readily understood by those skilled in the art that
beam coverage or service areas for multiple satellites, or
antenna patterns for multiple base stations, might be
designed to overlap completely or partially in a given region
depending on the communication system design and the type
of service being offered, and whether space diversity is
being achieved.

A variety of multi-satellite communication systems have
been proposed with an exemplary system employing on the
order of 48 or more satellites, traveling in eight different
orbital planes in LEO orbits for servicing a large number of
user terminals. However, those skilled in the art will readily
understand how the teachings of the present invention are
applicable to a variety of satellite system and gateway
configurations, including other orbital distances and constel-
lations.

In FIG. 1, some possible signal paths are illustrated for
communications being established between user terminals
124 and 126 and base station 112, or through satellites 116
and 118, with gateways 120 and 122. The base station-user
terminal communication links are illustrated by lines 130
and 132. The satellite-user terminal communication links
between satellites 116 and 118, and user terminals 124 and
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126 are illustrated by lines 140, 142, and 144. The gateway-
satellite communication links, between gateways 120 and
122 and satellites 116 and 118, are illustrated by lines 146,
148, 150, and 152. Gateways 120 and 122, and base station
112, may be used as part of one or two-way communication
systems or simply to transfer messages or data to user
terminals 124 and 126.

For ease of discussion of the signal paths described above,
the following convention is adopted in this disclosure.
Signals transmitted from a gateway to a satellite are referred
to as the “forward uplink.” Signals transmitted by a satellite
to a user terminal are referred to as the “forward downlink.”
The forward uplink and forward downlink are referred to
collectively as the “forward link.” Signals transmitted from
a user terminal to a satellite are referred to as the “reverse
uplink.” Signals transmitted by a satellite to a gateway are
referred to as the “reverse downlink.” The reverse uplink
and reverse downlink are referred to collectively as the
“reverse link.”

The preferred embodiment of the invention is discussed in
detail below. While specific steps, configurations and
arrangements are discussed, it should be understood that this
is done for illustrative purposes only. A person skilled in the
relevant art will recognize that other steps, configurations
and arrangements can be used without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention. The present inven-
tion could find use in a variety of wireless information and
communication systems, including those intended for posi-
tion determination. A preferred application is in CDMA
wireless spread spectrum communication systems for tele-
phone service.

Overview

The present invention is a system and method for accu-
rately determining range and range rate between one or more
satellites and a user terminal. When accurately determined
according to the present invention, these quantities can be
used to determine the location of the user terminal with a
high degree of accuracy. Techniques for determining the
location of a user terminal using satellite-user terminal range
and range-rate are disclosed in the above-mentioned *751
and °725 applications, which are incorporated by reference
herein in their entirety. A technique for rapidly determining
the position of a user terminal using range and range rate is
disclosed in a commonly-owned patent application, filed
concurrently herewith, entitled “Fast User Terminal Position
Determination in a Satellite Communications System,”
Serial No. (to be assigned, Attorney Docket Number
QCPD888; SKGF 1549.0910000), which is incorporated
herein by reference herein in its entirety.

The present invention employs two basic parameters to
obtain accurate measurements of range and range-rate. The
first is the round trip delay (RTD) of a signal transmitted
from a reference satellite to a user terminal and back to a
gateway In CDMA technology, system time is encoded in a
communications signal as a particular phase of a pseud-
onoise (PN) sequence. Therefore, RTD can be determined
by determining the PN phase offset between the signal
transmitted from the gateway and the signal received at the
gateway (referred to herein as RxDelay), then subtracting
the PN phase offset between the user terminal transmitting
and receiving clocks (referred to herein as PNDelay).
However, this simple method becomes much more compli-
cated when considering the movement of the satellite in the
interval between the transmission of the signal by the
gateway and the reception of the signal by the gateway.

The second parameter used is the Doppler shift of the
reverse uplink signal. Ignoring the relativistic effect, the
formula that relates frequency offset and relative movement
is
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R=—cMflfy
where Af is the frequency offset, f is the nominal frequency,
c is the speed of light, and R is the range rate. However, the
user terminal clock error, which can be as large as 10 ppm,
can cause a bias in the Doppler shift measured by the user
terminal and in the frequency of the transmitted user termi-
nal carrier. This clock error is estimated by the gateway in
order to obtain the true Doppler frequency shift.

According to the present invention, RTD measurements
resolve to two different scenarios. In one scenario, referred
to as simple RTD calculation, the forward link satellite (also
referred to herein as the reference satellite) and the reverse
link satellite are the same. In the other scenario, referred to
as hybrid RTD calculation, the forward link satellite and the
reverse link satellite are different satellites.

The above-described parameters are obtained by measur-
ing the characteristics of communications signals exchanged
between the user terminal and gateway through one or more
satellites. In a preferred embodiment, the measured signals
are part of traffic, paging and access signals. These signals
are now described.

Pilot signals are used by user terminals to obtain initial
system synchronization and time, frequency, and phase
tracking of other signals transmitted by the gateway. Phase
information obtained from tracking a pilot signal carrier is
used as a carrier phase reference for coherent demodulation
of other system signals or traffic signals. This technique
allows many traffic signals to share a common pilot signal as
a phase reference, providing for a less costly and more
efficient tracking mechanism. Traffic signals are the bearer
communications signals that carry user traffic, such as voice
and data, between the user terminal and the gateway during
a communications session.

When a user terminal is not involved in a communications
session (that is, the user terminal is not receiving or trans-
mitting traffic signals), the gateway can convey information
to that particular user terminal using a signal known as a
paging signal. For example, when a call has been placed to
a particular mobile phone, the gateway alerts the mobile
phone by means of a paging signal. Paging signals are also
used to distribute traffic channel assignments, access chan-
nel assignments, and system overhead information.

A user terminal can respond to a paging signal by sending
an access signal or access probe over the reverse link (that
is, the communications link originating at the user terminal
and terminating at the gateway). The access signal is also
used when a user terminal originates a call. In a preferred
embodiment, the access channel is a slotted random access
channel. Slotted random access techniques are well-known
in the relevant art.

Gateway Architecture

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the functional
architecture of a gateway 120 according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. Gateway 120 includes
a gateway antenna 202, a forward link gateway transceiver
system (FLGTS) 204, a reverse link gateway transceiver
system (RLGTS) 206, and a position determination module
(PDM) 208. FLGTS 204 includes gateway modulator (GM)
210. RLGTS 206 includes gateway demodulator (GDM
212).

FLGTS 204 manages the forward link. FLGTS 204 pre-
corrects the timing of forward link signals, including paging
and traffic signals, such that the signals are aligned with
system timing when they arrive at the forward link satellite.
This timing correction must account for the delay between
GM 210 and the gateway antenna and the propagation delay,
including atmospheric effects, between the gateway antenna

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

and the forward link satellite. FLGTS 204 also precorrects
the frequency of these signals to compensate for the Doppler
shift between the gateway and the forward link satellite. GM
210 modulates the forward link signal for transmission by
the gateway antenna. Techniques for time and frequency
precorrection are disclosed in a commonly-owned, copend-
ing application entitled “Time and Frequency Precorrection
for Non-Geostationary Satellite Systems” having applica-
tion number Ser. No. 08/723,490, filed Sep. 30, 1996, which
is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

RLGTS 206 manages the reverse link. RLGTS 206 com-
pensates the gateway measurement RxDelay for the delay
the reverse link signal incurs between gateway antenna 202
and GDM 212. RLGTS 206 also compensates the gateway
measurement RxFrequency (described below) for the Dop-
pler shift the reverse downlink signal experiences between
the reverse link satellite and the gateway antenna. GDM 212
demodulates the reverse link signal received by the gateway
antenna.

PDM 208 performs the calculations necessary to deter-
mine the position of the user terminal based on position and
velocity information for the forward and reverse link satel-
lites and the measurements taken by the user terminal and
the gateway. PDM 208 computes the propagation delays for
the forward downlink and the reverse uplink. PDM 208
performs several timing corrections for the forward and
reverse links. PDM 208 also computes the true Doppler
shifts for the forward downlink and the reverse uplink.
User Terminal Measurements

The user terminal measures two characteristics on the
reverse downlink signal: PNDelay and TxFrequency. PNDe-
lay is the time difference between the clock phase of the
forward downlink signal received at the user terminal and
the clock phase of the user terminal clock. In a preferred
embodiment, PNDelay is obtained by determining the PN
offset between the user terminal clock and the received
forward downlink.

TxFrequency is a measurement of the Doppler shift that
the forward link signal experiences between the satellite and
the user terminal. FLGTS 204 precorrects the frequency of
the forward link signal to eliminate the Doppler shift that the
forward link signal experiences between the gateway and the
forward link satellite. However, because the measurement of
TxFrequency is based on the user terminal clock, PDM 208
corrects TxFrequency for the user terminal clock error, as
described below.

A time stamp TxTimestamp is reported to the gateway
with the PNDelay and TxFrequency measurements.
TxTimestamp indicates the time at which the measurements
were taken by the user terminal.

Gateway Measurements

The gateway measures two characteristics on the reverse
downlink signal: RxDelay and RxFrequency. RxDelay is the
propagation delay experienced by a signal transmitted by a
forward link satellite to the user terminal and back via a
reverse link satellite to the gateway. As mentioned above, the
timing of the signal is precorrected at the gateway (i.e., prior
to transmission) to account for the propagation delay on the
forward link between the gateway and the forward link
satellite. Therefore, when the forward link signal arrives at
the forward link satellite, it is aligned with system time. This
effectively eliminates the forward uplink propagation delay
from the measurement.

In order to determine the actual “in air” delay time, PDM
208 subtracts the delay experienced by the signal during
processing at the user terminal. This delay is reported by the
user terminal to the gateway as PNDelay, as described
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above. Because it is the forward link’s arrival time at the
forward link satellite that is aligned with system time, PDM
208 also subtracts the delay experienced at the forward link
satellite between reception of the forward link signal from
the gateway and transmission of the forward link signal to
the user terminal.

RxFrequency is a measurement of the Doppler shift that
the reverse link signal experiences between the user terminal
and the satellite. RLGTS 206 postcorrects the frequency of
the reverse link signal to eliminate the Doppler shift that the
signal experiences between the reverse link satellite and the
gateway. However, because the measurement of RxFre-
quency is based on the user terminal clock, PDM 208
corrects RxFrequency for the user terminal clock error, as
described below.

A time stamp RxTimestamp is stored with the RxDelay
and RxFrequency measurements. RxTimestamp indicates
the time at which the RxDelay and RxFrequency measure-
ments are taken. Because the reverse downlink signal is not
measured until it reaches GDM 212, RLGTS 206 subtracts
the delay the signal experiences between gateway antenna
202 and GDM 212 from RxDelay and RxTimestamp. PDM
208 then uses the position of gateway antenna 202 to
compute the user terminal position. Determination of Range
Rate and User Terminal Clock Error

As mentioned above, the determination of range rate is
affected by any error in the user terminal clock. The user
terminal’s clock error is calculated from the user terminal’s
measurement of Doppler shift on the forward downlink
(TxFrequency) and the gateway’s measurement of Doppler
shift on the reverse uplink (RxFrequency). If the user
terminal clock, driven by its internal oscillator, had no error,
these two measurements would predict the same range rate.
However, if the user terminal clock has an error, then the
nominal transmit frequency of the user terminal, and the
frequency measurements made by the user terminal, will
also have errors. For example, if the oscillator’s frequency
has a positive error, the user terminal will transmit at a
higher than nominal frequency but measure a lower received
frequency. The user terminal clock error € and the range rate

R are related by the following formulas:

R=_° M
= —E(Apf/f/vp +ArS [ fvr)

1 )
e= E(ARf/fNR = Apf/fnF)

where € is the normalized clock error represented as a ratio
of the user terminal clock rate error to the nominal user
terminal clock rate, ¢ is the speed of light, and f and f,5
are the forward and reverse link nominal frequencies,
respectively. Axf is the Doppler offset measured by RLGTS
206 (also referred to as RxFrequency). A.f is the Doppler
offset measured by the user terminal (also referred to as
TxFrequency). Note that due to the frequency precorrection
performed by FLGTS 204, the forward link signal frequency
is at nominal when leaving the forward link satellite, so
TxFrequency does not include the forward uplink Doppler
shift.

If the user terminal sees more than one satellite, a second
satellite’s range rate can easily be calculated once we know
€

Ryar==C(Aplyars/Enrte) (©)

where Af ., is the Doppler offset measured by the user
terminal for the forward downlink from the second satellite.
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Timing Relationships

In order to account for range acceleration resulting from
satellite motion, it is necessary to understand the timing
relationships between events occurring at the user terminal,
the gateway, and the satellites. FIG. 3 is a timing diagram
representing the relative timing of the measurements taken
at the user terminal and gateway. FIG. 3 presents four time
axes. System time axis 302 represents the system timing for
the communications system. As described above, the gate-
way precorrects the timing of forward link signals for the
propagation delay between the gateway and the forward link
satellite. Therefore, system time axis 302 also represents
time at the forward link relay satellite.

User terminal time axis 304 represents the timing of
events occurring at the user terminal. Satellite time axis 306
represents events occurring at the reverse link relay satellite.
Gateway time axis 308 represents events occurring at the
gateway. In some scenarios, the user terminal takes mea-
surements of signals from satellites other than the reference
satellite. Therefore, FIG. 3 includes an additional time axis
310 to represent events occurring at a second satellite.

FIG. 3 also includes three timelines. Timeline 312 con-
nects points on time axes 302-308 that relate to the mea-
surements made at the user terminal. The user terminal
measurements are made at time t,,. However, the user
terminal uses the system timing of the measured signal to
time-stamp the measurement. Therefore, the time stamp
applied by the user terminal to the measurements is t,. The
difference between t,,; and t, is the propagation delay D1
between the forward link satellite and the user terminal.

Some time later, at t,, the user terminal transmits a
positioning message which contains the measurements.
Timeline 316 connects points on time axes 302-308 that
correspond to t. When the user terminal transmits the
positioning message over the access channel, the transmis-
sion is initiated at the beginning of an access channel slot,
as indicated by t, at the intersection of time axis 302 and
timeline 316. The delay t, between t, and t,,; can be quite
long, up to 200 ms on the access channel and up to 1 second
on the traffic channel.

The gateway measurements, represented by timeline 314,
are performed at an arbitrary time t,,. The times t5, t,, and
t, represent the measurement point propagated back to the
reverse link satellite, user terminal, and the forward link
satellite, respectively. D5 represents the propagation delay
between the gateway and the reverse link satellite. D,
represents the propagation delay between the reverse link
satellite and the user terminal. D' represents the propagation
delay between the user terminal and the forward link satel-
lite. In a preferred embodiment, each satellite-ground leg of
the propagation delay (e.g. D;, D;', D, and D;) ranges
between 4.7 ms and 13.2 ms in length.

Correction Due to Range Acceleration

The forward link and reverse link Doppler measurements
are performed at different times. In a preferred embodiment,
the interval between the measurements can be up to 400 ms
on an access channel. Satellite motion during this interval,
and the resulting range acceleration, causes bias to the range
rate. According to the present invention, additional correc-
tion terms are added to correct for this range acceleration.
Referring to FIG. 3, the two measurements are separated by:

Q)
where t,,, is the time duration between the user terminal

measurements and the gateway measurements, t,,, is given
by:

t=to=tpp=Ds

thrp=tmo—to =RxTimestamp-TxTimestamp

®
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Letting RO and €, represent the leading order (i.e.,
uncorrected) result obtained in equations (1) and (2), yields:

A O 6
R=Ro- ER(IMD -Ds)

1., @]
=g+ ER([MD - Ds)

FIG. 4 is a representation of the spatial relationships
between the Earth 402, user terminal 124, and satellite 116.

— —
The vector v represents the satellite velocity and r rep-
resents the vector pointing from the user terminal to the

satellite. The range R=H_r>|\ The range rate is given by:

®

~b

V-

R=—
R

Taking the derivative of both sides of this equation, and

=
using v =# yields an expression for the range acceleration:

(&)

<l
~l
+
TS
I
x| =,

A good approximation for the first term is obtained by
assuming that the Earth is a sphere with radius R,. Let R,
be the distance between the satellite and the center 406 of the
Earth 402, which is obtained using satellite position and
velocity information and the time stamp. Then from New-
ton’s gravitation law (ignoring the Earth rotation effect),

$ is a vector that points to the center of the Earth, and its
magnitude o is:

GMg

a=
2
RS

(10)

where G is Newton’s gravitational constant and Mg is the
Earth’s total mass. From FIG. 3, we have:

(1

~b

i R+ R} - R}

2RRs

=-—acosf=-a

=|

. . s > 25 . . s
By substituting for ¥* r and v ~ in the expression for R,
we obtain an expression that depends only on R, R, which
we replace with R, and R, and known constants:
P2 Rg (12)

Ro

R2+ R3- R
2RoRY

k=

where u=GM_. Note that approximate range rate RO and
approximate range R, are needed as input. We have already

calculated RO and R, can be obtained using equation (28) or
(32), described below. The higher order correction terms can
be ignored.
Single Satellite Case

In one scenario, the forward link satellite and the reverse
link satellite are the same. The user terminal-satellite range
is a function of time. The range of interest is R,;=cD,, which
is the distance between the satellite and the user terminal at
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time t,. The formula for R, is given below in equation (28).
In a preferred embodiment, the quantities R/c, €, and v/c are
treated as very small quantities and second order effects in
these quantities are discarded. Letting tg, represent the
round trip delay RTD,

trrp=D1"+Do+DsH oot aimos

13

where t,,, is the total (forward link+reverse link) satellite
transponder delay and t,,,,, . is the total atmospheric correc-
tion. Given the satellite orbit and gateway location, D5 can
be computed, but according to the present invention, satellite

— —
movement is also considered. Using the vectors r and v to
represent the satellite’s position and velocity at time t,,, and

—
r , to represent the position of gateway antenna 202, to the
first order, we have:

N S 2 (14
Dy = —||IF =Foll - = - (F = 7o)
C C

For the access channel, neglecting satellite motion we
have tz;p=RxDelay-PNDelay. But PNDelay is determined
at some earlier time t; of the desired time t,. Thus a satellite
motion away from the user terminal will reduce the PN
offset at the user terminal, as will a negative user terminal
clock error. Therefore we have:

trrp = RxDelay — PNDelay + (R/c + s)(tz —15) (15)

~ RxDelay — PNDelay + (R/c + s)(tl — 1, — PNDelay)
~ RxDelay — PNDelay + (R/c + s)(tmz — 1, — Igrpo — PNDelay)
= lRTDo(l —Rje —s) +

(R /c+ s)(RxfTimesmmp — 1, — PNDelay)

where the access channel slot boundary t,, is found using the
access channel slot length, and

trrpo=RxDelay-PNDelay (16)

RxDelay is measured by RLGTS 206. PNDelay and
TxDelay are reported by the user terminal. Equations for R
and e were given above. R is treated as being constant
throughout the process. The change of Ris very slow and its

effect is negligible.
Finally, we also have:

DD, '=R(ts-t,)/c=R(D,+D.)/c 17)

Combining these equations and using FIG. 3 yields:

, , ¢ ; 18
R =D = 5 (temp = D3 = fux ~ taamar)(1 = R /) 1%

R1=R1’—R(t1—t0)=R1 ,_R(IMD_IRTDD) (19)

where R,' is the distance between the satellite and the user
terminal at time t,.

In this simple case, the user terminal may also receive
signals from other satellites. By calculating the range and
range rate between the user terminal and these other
satellites, the present invention can provide more informa-
tion for position determination. For example, this informa-
tion can be used to improve the accuracy of a position
determination or to resolve an ambiguity in a position
solution.
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When the user terminal receives signals from other
satellites, it measures their relative arrival times with respect
to the reference satellite and reports the measurements to the
gateway. Let dt,,,, represent the difference in arrival times
between the signals from the reference satellite and the
signals from a second satellite, as shown in FIG. 3. The sign
convention for dt_,,, is that a later arrival at the user terminal
corresponds to a positive 0Ot,,,,. Because this arrival time
difference is measured by taking a PN offset measurement,
it is not influenced by user terminal clock error.

Let Ry, ., and R, represent the ranges of the reference
satellite and the second satellite, respectively, at time t,.
From FIG. 3, it is clear that dt,,, represents the range
difference between the second satellite and the reference
satellite at the time t,—dt,,,. According to the present
invention, a correction is made to account for satellite
motion to obtain R,,,,. Therefore, to the first order, we
have:

(20)

sar2

Riarn=Ry ert S

where R, is given by equation (3).
Multiple Satellite Case

In another scenario, the reference satellite and the reverse
link satellite are not the same. In this scenario, the user
terminal measurement is taken on a signal transmitted by the
reference satellite, and the gateway measurement is taken on
a signal transmitted by the reverse link satellite. This situ-
ation is referred to as a “hybrid” RTD calculation. PDM 208
detects a hybrid RTD calculation by comparing the satellite
ID reported by the user terminal and the satellite ID reported
by RLGTS 206. If they are not the same, the RTD calcula-
tion is a hybrid.

For a hybrid RTD calculation, it is assumed that the
reverse link satellite is also observed by the user terminal on
the forward link. The arrival time difference 8t , is mea-
sured and reported to the gateway as described above. First,
the arrival time difference at time t, is calculated:

or ’stL"atsazRL"'(Rm:RL _Rref) (# 1_to)=6tsazRL+(RmtRL _Rref) (tnp—
Ir7D0)

where t,,, and tz;po have been defined above. Then the
formula for Ry, %, is found by replacing the reference
satellite with the reverse link satellite and replacing tzzpg
with tzzpo+0t,,.z, 0 equation (19).

trrosaire =R100 Ol sarrs +Roaire ~Rrep) o trrpo)+ R, ef c+)(RX-
Timestamp-,~PNDelay)

2 ; 23
Risarre = E(IRTDxarRL = D3 = Isar = lommos (1 = Recrrr [ €) @)

Note that the satellite transponder delay includes forward
link and reverse link delay on two different satellites. Since
to=TxTimestamp is the time at which all ranges are defined,
@4

.5
Rls/llRLzR 1saiRL _RxatRL (tMD_ tR TDD)

Traffic Channel RTD

Determination of RTD on a traffic channel is more
involved. Because RLGTS 206 cannot anticipate the arrival
of positioning data, it performs a group of measurements,
called a “finger dump,” for each 20 ms frame. The finger
dumps are stored in a buffer of at least 100 frames. When
RLGTS 206 receives a positioning message from a user
terminal, it retrieves one or more finger dumps from the
buffer and generates an appropriate set of user terminal
measurements, called a finger dump result.
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RLGTS 206 then determines the appropriate measure-
ment time for the finger dump result to be used. In general
RLGTS 206 will not have a finger dump at precisely the
desired measurement time. In a preferred embodiment,
RLGTS 206 takes two consecutive finger dumps, one taken
before the desired measurement time and one taken after the
desired measurement time, and performs a two-point linear
interpolation to obtain the appropriate values for RxDelay
and RxFrequency. This technique is disclosed in more detail
in the application entitled “System and Method for Corre-
lating Traffic Channel Signal Measurements in a Satellite
Communications System,” Serial No. (to be assigned, Attor-
ney Docket Number PD888). To assist in computing the
desired measurement time, t,,, the gateway generates a
quantity called AdjustedPosTime=TxTimestamp-TxDelay.
RLGTS 206 determines the measurement time t,, as fol-
lows:

t,,=AdjustedPosTime+RxDelay=ty+tz po 25)

Referring to FIG. 3, this corresponds to choosing the
measurement time t,,=t,,,. Therefore, the RIGTS 206
measurements correspond to the same point in the traffic
sequence as the user terminal measurements. When the
measurement time is chosen in this manner, RTD calculation
is simplified, yielding:

trrpo=RxDelay-PNDelay (26)

Based on the equations for the access channel, we get:

trrp=IRTDO (27)
c . 28
Ri=R|= E(IRTDO ~ Lyt = Lammes — D3)(1 = R/ ) @8)
(Simple RTD)
trrpsarr=trTDot Wsams (29)
Risart, = Risarr, 30

C .
= E(IRTDxarRL = D3 — Isar = Lamos)(1 = Roarrr / €)

(HybridRTD)

The present invention employs the timing relationships
and analysis described above to determine range and range
rate parameters according to the method described below. Of
course, other timing relationships can be employed without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

Range and Range-Rate Determination

FIG. § is a flowchart depicting a method for determining
the range and range-rate between a user terminal and a
satellite when only one satellite is available, according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In step 502,
the reference satellite transmits a signal to the user terminal.
In a preferred embodiment, this signal originates at a gate-
way and is relayed by the reference satellite to the user
terminal. In this embodiment, the gateway precorrects the
timing and frequency of the signal as described above.

The user terminal receives the signal transmitted by the
reference satellite. The user terminal measures the Doppler
shift of the received signal and records this measurement as
TxFrequency, as shown in step 504. The user terminal also
records the time of this measurement as TxTimestamp, as
shown in step 506. In a preferred embodiment, TxFrequency
and TxTimestamp are determined by a demodulator within
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the user terminal. The user terminal then transmits these
measurements to a gateway, as shown in step 508.

The gateway receives the signal containing the TxFre-
quency and TxTimestamp measurements. The gateway mea-
sures the delay between the transmission of the signal from
the reference satellite in step 502 and the reception of the
signal containing the TxFrequency and TxTimestamp mea-
surements at the gateway, as shown in step 510. The gateway
records this measurement as round trip delay (RTD).

The gateway also measures the Doppler shift of the
received signal, and records this measurement as
RxFrequency, as shown in step 512. The gateway records the
time of the RTD and RxFrequency measurements as
RxTimestamp, as shown in step 514. In a preferred
embodiment, the RxFrequency, RxTimestamp, and RTD
measurements are determined by GDM 212. Finally, the
gateway determines the satellite-user terminal range and
range rate based on the TxFrequency, TxTimestamp,
RxFrequency, RxTimestamp and RTD measurements, as
shown in step 516. In a preferred embodiment, this step is
performed by PDM 208 according to the method described
above.

If a second satellite is available, the present invention can
also determine the range and range rate with respect to the
second satellite. FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting a method for
determining the range and range-rate between a user termi-
nal and a second satellite when two satellites are available,
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. In step 602, the user terminal receives a signal from a
second satellite. The user terminal measures the arrival time
difference between the arrival of the signal from the first
satellite and the arrival of the signal from the second
satellite, as shown in step 604. In a preferred embodiment,
the arrival time difference is determined by the user terminal
demodulator. The user terminal also measures the Doppler
shift of the signal received from the second satellite, as
shown in step 606.

The user terminal then transmits the arrival time differ-
ence and the measured Doppler shift to the gateway. The
gateway determines the range and range rate between the
user terminal and the second satellite based on the measured
Doppler shift of the signal from the second satellite, RTD,
and the arrival time difference. In a preferred embodiment,
RTD was determined with respect to the first satellite
according to step 510 in FIG. 5.

Conclusion

The previous description of the preferred embodiments is
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or
use the present invention. While the invention has been
particularly shown and described with reference to preferred
embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for determining the distance between a
satellite and a user terminal and the rate of change of said
distance, comprising:

a user terminal receiver to receive at a user terminal a first

signal from a satellite;

a user terminal demodulator to measure at said user

terminal the frequency shift of said first signal to obtain
a first Doppler shift, and to record the time of the
frequency measurement to obtain a first timestamp;

a user terminal transmitter to transmit said first Doppler

shift and said first timestamp to a gateway as a second
signal;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

60

65

14

a gateway demodulator to measure at said gateway a
round trip delay between the transmission of said first
signal from said satellite and the reception of said
second signal at said gateway, to measure at said
gateway the frequency shift of said second signal to
obtain a second Doppler shift, and to record the time of
the gateway measurements to obtain a second times-
tamp; and

a position determination module at said gateway to deter-
mine the distance between said satellite and said user
terminal and the rate of change of said distance based
on said round trip delay, said first and second Doppler
frequency shifts, and said first and second timestamps.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising:

means for receiving at said user terminal a third signal
from a second satellite;

means for measuring at the user terminal the arrival time

difference between said first and third signals;
means for measuring at the user terminal the frequency
shift of said third signal to obtain a third Doppler shift;

means for transmitting said arrival time difference and
said third Doppler shift to said gateway as part of said
second signal; and
means for determining at the gateway the distance
between said second satellite and the user terminal and
the rate of change of said distance based on said round
trip delay, said third Doppler shift, and said arrival time
difference.
3. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising:
means for measuring at said user terminal the interval
between reception of said first signal and transmission
of said second signal to obtain a user terminal delay;

means for transmitting said user terminal delay to said
gateway; and

means for subtracting at said gateway said user terminal

delay from said round trip delay.

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising:

means for subtracting at said gateway the delay experi-

enced by said second signal at said satellite from said
round trip delay.

5. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising:

means for correcting said second Doppler shift for the

Doppler shift caused by the relative motion of said
satellite and said gateway.

6. A method for determining the distance between a
satellite and a user terminal and the rate of change of said
distance, comprising:

receiving at a user terminal a first signal from a satellite;

measuring at said user terminal the frequency shift of said

first signal to obtain a first Doppler shift;

recording the time of the user terminal measurement to

obtain a first timestamp;

transmitting said first Doppler shift and said first times-

tamp to a gateway as a second signal;
measuring at said gateway a round trip delay between the
transmission of said first signal from said satellite and
the reception of said second signal at said gateway;

measuring at said gateway the frequency shift of said
second signal to obtain a second Doppler shift;

recording the time of the gateway measurement to obtain
a second timestamp; and

determining at said gateway the distance between said
satellite and said user terminal and the rate of change of
said distance based on said round trip delay, said first
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and second Doppler frequency shifts, and said first and 8. A method according to claim 6, further comprising the
second timestamps. steps of:
7. A method according to claim 6, comprising the further measuring at said user terminal the interval between
steps of: reception of said first signal and transmission of said

.. . . S 5 second signal to obtain a user terminal delay;
receiving at said user terminal a third signal from a second & ¥

satellite; transmitting said user terminal delay to said gateway; and

subtracting at said gateway said user terminal delay from
said round trip delay prior to said determining step.
9. A method according to claim 6, further comprising the

measuring at said user terminal the arrival time difference
between said first and third signals;

measuring at said user terminal the frequency shift of said step of:
third signal to obtain a third Doppler shift; subtracting at said gateway the delay experienced by said
transmitting said arrival time difference and said third second signal at the satellite from said round trip delay

prior to said determining step.
15 10. Amethod according to claim 6, further comprising the
steps of:

Doppler shift to said gateway as part of said second
signal; and

determining at said gateway the distance between said correcting said second Doppler shift for the Doppler shift

second satell.ite f‘nd said user termipal and th? rate of caused by the relative motion of said satellite and said
change of said distance based on said round trip delay, gateway prior to said determining step.

said third Doppler shift, and said arrival time differ- 29
ence. % * * * *



