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From Maxwell reciprocity to the Duality between Statics and 
Kinematics

The original framework-determinate 
truss with a self stress
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The original linkage in a locked position The equimomental lines

The duality between trusses and mechanisms 
(infi truss is dual to a locked mechanism)

The reciprocal diagram=Maxwell Cremona diagram
The truss underlying the diagram (not 

stable truss=infi truss)

The projection
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The corresponding graphs are dual

James Clerk Maxwell
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